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Members profile: 

Erewash Voluntary Action CVS is a charity, a company limited by guarantee and a recognised social 
enterprise created in 1998 – this means that any profit we make is used only for the benefit of our local 
community. 

We are commonly known as Erewash CVS. Our role as a CVS is to provide help, support, advice and anything 
else needed by around 450 voluntary and community groups in Erewash. Help ranges from helping a group 
become established as a community group, registered charity, community interest company, Industrial 
Provident Society etc. - to assisting them to close down. In between those extremes we supply lots of 
information about grant funding, fundraising, good governance, training opportunities or available volunteers. 
The role of the CVS is to act as a voice for our many local groups and we do this locally, at county, regional 
and local level. So we contributed to the county Anti Poverty strategy, Food banks debate, Climate Change 
Charter, Wheels to Work, HS2 Health Impact Assessment, Long Eaton Town Summit - to name a few. 

Our Volunteer Centre has been operating for 31 years and Linda Brown who promotes volunteering, recruits 
people and organises volunteering will have been with us 30 years in May 2015. Everyone working for EVA 
with the exception of the new Chief Executive Stella Scott lives in Erewash. Most of the 900 volunteers we 
support also live locally but we do recruit from outside the borough if people approach us. Our Volunteers 
provide a wide range of support services including weekly shopping for up to 100 people, befriending about 50 
people and a social car scheme. We are always looking for volunteers and can find some activity for most. We 
have failed once - a volunteer offered her services to translate Chinese but there were no takers! 

We operate from and run the Volunteer Centre on Granville Ave. Long Eaton NG10 4HD but our work can take 
us as far afield as training people to run groups in Scotland. This was for the national charity Survivors of 
Bereavement by Suicide which is based in Ilkeston. Training is one of a number of activities from which we 
raise funds. 

An important income comes from hiring out our lovely premises – a former Day Centre for disabled people. 
Many groups and public sector organisations use the Centre and it can be open 7 days a week. Our largest 
room will seat 100 people – our smallest 3. We also have space at Petersham that could be used. It has 
recently been updated and used by community groups while Petersham Hall was refurbished.  
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A number of organisations share space with us including one supporting people experiencing domestic abuse 
and Relate who can help with relationship issues. We actively support Long Eaton Chamber of Trade 
providing meeting space and  the Treasurer/Membership Officer. 

We are grateful for significant sums of money from Erewash Clinical Commissioning Group and Derbyshire 
County Council. It does not cover all our costs so we are planning how we will operate should that funding be 
further reduced. 

Check out our web page http://www.erewashvoluntaryaction.org.uk/ follow us on Facebook, phone us on 0115 
946 6740 or call in.  

Christmas meal at the Railway Restaurant: 

 
We enjoyed some wonderful quality food and service as well as having lots of fun and laughter along with 
some in-house entertainment on Thursday 11th December.  Our thanks go to Neil Atkinson who produced the 
place settings in the form of a wooden plinth trophy with the logo, date and name printed onto it. Neil was also 
part of the entertainment when he gave a most amusing epistle about many of the members present.  This 
was also printed in the Ilkeston Advertiser, Long Eaton Website Extra and finally in the Derby Telegraph on 
30th December. 
 

Planning Application business/educational relate in December 2014 
 

214a Tamworth Road, Sawley – Change of use to Hair and Beauty Saloon 
Co-op,  Draycott Road – Fascia & Illuminating signs. 
 
Archive item: 
Within the Long Eaton Urban District Council official handbook in the early 1950's there is the following item:- 
The Chamber of Trade was established in 1930 with the object of forming an organisation of traders, 
manufacturers and professional men.  It was sponsored by the local Trading Association and now has a 
membership of 100.  Long Eaton is situated geographically in the centre of England and has every 
manufacturing possibility, which the Chamber seeks to develop and so to bring greater prosperity to the town. 
The President: Mr J. E. Jervis, Chairman: Mr Granville Shaw and Secretary: Glynne Hughes. 
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Christmas charity stalls and the switching on of the Christmas lights: 
 
Owen Young's parents, whose son assisted  the Mayor with the switching of the lights recently said the 
following. 
“Owen had an amazing experience that he will remember forever. When we go into town he always calls them 
“his” lights.  He was also in the Derby Telegraph last week too. We've got a right little superstar at home now. 
We were lucky enough to take the children to Lapland to see Santa and there was a gentleman on the plane 
sitting next to Owen's Dad who was reading the Long Eaton Extra.  He said I'm just reading about this boy 
Owen who switched on the Christmas lights and we said well he's sitting right here! 
 

Thank you for making it a special experience. We all had such a great time and were very proud that Owen did 
so well” 
 

Below is just a selection of comments received from two of the many charity stalls 
 

Specsavers Long Eaton have had a stall on the market for the last three years.  We had an enjoyable evening 
and thank everyone for helping us raise nearly £100 for the chosen charity by having a tombola. Looking 
forward to next year when we plan to do a bigger tombola as we sold out very quickly. 
 

Thanks for your help on the night and the Long Eaton Sea Corps had a very good night indeed. We had a 
good location with ambient light and managed to sell most of our goods. There was good friendly banter with 
the adjoining stalls and we all purchased things off each other during the evening. The Mayor, as always, paid 
us a visit and we had good responses from all members of the public who came to our stall. We look forward 
to next year. 
 

Future meetings and events: 
 

6th January    Long Eaton Chamber of Trade meeting at 6.00pm 
3rd February Long Eaton Chamber of Trade meeting  
4th February Meeting with the Erewash Borough Council at the Town Hall Long Eaton 
 
“FREEcember” parking: 
 

Your comments are required following this year's free parking throughout December in the Erewash Council 
Car Parks. Please email Ray Terry your thoughts by the end of January so that we can report your findings to 
Erewash Borough Council on the 4th February. 
 

Long Eaton – Centre of Quality Upholstery in the UK: 
 
Our thanks ago to our member Andrew Mitchell for all the work  towards the recognition for our town for quality 
and luxury upholstery. After two years of work, the Council have now adopted Andrew's proposals. More news 
in due course. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/longeatonchambertrade?ref=hl 
 
Happy New Year with best wishes to you, your family and business. 
 
Ray Terry 


